ANNUAL SUMMARY 2012 



Very wet and cold at times. 

The first three months of the year and August reported above average mean temperatures, with remaining months of 
the year reporting colder than normal conditions in most places. March was the warmest month, relative to average, 
with deviations from normal above 2.0°C at some Dublin stations and in parts of the West and Southwest. These 
stations reported it as the warmest March in at least 50 years. October was the most relatively cold month, with mean 
temperature as much as -2.0°C below average and the majority of stations in the Northern half of the country 
reporting the coldest October since 1993 (19 years). Overall, annual mean temperatures were mostly on, or slightly 
be! ow average with a few stations in the West, Southwest and Dublin reporting slightly above average. Mean 
temperatures ranged from 8.7°C at Knock Airport, its coldest year since 2001 (11 years) to 1 1.0°C at Sherkin Island 
and Valentia Observatory. The majority of annual highest maximum temperatures were recorded during the months 
of May, July and August. The highest temperature of 2012* was 28.3°C at Ardfert (Liscahane), Co. Kerry on May 
25th, its highest June and annual maximum since 2006 (6 years). Other stations in the West and Southwest also 
reported their highest annual maxima in six years on the 25th May. Most lowest temperatures were recorded in 

ruary, October and December with the lowest temperature this year* of -6.7°C recorded at both Thomastown 
(Mt. Juliet), Co. Kilkenny and Carrickmacross (Dunoge),Co. Monaghan during a cold spell the start of February, with 
Derrygreenagh, Co. Offaly recording the lowest grass minimum temperature of -12.2°C at the same time. 

Annual rainfall totals for 2012 were near or above average nearly everywhere, with below average totals in some parts 
of the Midlands and West. March was the most relatively dry month with percentage of long-term average (LTA) 
values ranging from just 12% in parts of the South, and with most locations across the country reporting it as the 
driest March on record. In contrast, June was extremely wet, with many rainfall totals in the eastern half of the 
country nearly triple their LTAs and the majority of stations across the country reporting it as their wettest June on 
record. Percentage of average annual values ranged from 77% at Mace Head to 123% at Casement Aerodrome with 
the percentage average rainfall of 103% at Athenry, its driest year since 2007 (5 years). Most other stations reported 
2012 was not as wet as 2009. The highest daily rainfall of the year was at 99.5 mm at Lough Glencar, Co.Leitrim 
recorded during thunderstorms on the June 8th, its highest annual and June daily rain fall on record since 1993 (19 
years) while Malin Head reported 50.9 mm of rain on June 22nd, its highest annual and June fall since 1987 (25 
years). 

Sunshine totals were near or above average at most synoptic sunshine stations, except for Cork Airport and Valentia 
Observatory which both reported LTA values below 90%. Percentage of average annual values ranged from 86% at 
Valentia Observatory which reported its dullest year since 1983 (29 years) to 106% at Belmullet which reported it 
dullest year since 2002 (10 years). Most remaining sunshine stations reported their lowest sunshine in at least seven to 
18 years. The sunniest months relative to average were September and October, with June recording the least. During 
June, Cork Airport reported only 54% of its LTA and its dullest June since the station opened in 1962 (50 years). The 
majority of stations recorded their sunniest day of the year at the end of May, with the highest daily sunshine of the 
year* of 15.7 hours recorded at Ballyshannon (Cathleen's Fall), Co. Donegal on May 27th, equalling its highest annual 
daily sunshine since 1988 (24 years). 

Mean wind speeds ranged between 6 and 1 5 knots (11 and 28 km I h), with the annual mean wind speed value of 9.9 
knots (18 km I h) at Cork Airport, its the highest annual windspeed since 2002 (10 years). The highest gust of the year 
was 91 knots (168 km I h) at Malin Head on January 3rd recorded as a low pressure centre of European Windstorm 
Ulli moved near to Ireland. It was the joint highest January gust ever recorded at the station, since wind records began 
in 1956 (56 years). 

According to the World Meteorological Organization, provisional global temperatures in 2012 are the 9th highest on 
record, since records began in 1850. 

Extreme values at synoptic stations and climate stations 
Rainfall Highest annual total: 1529.6 mm at Newport 

Lowest annual total: 836 mm at Carlow (Oak Park) 

Highest daily rainfall*: 99.5 mm at Lough Glencar, Co.Leitrim on June 8th (its highest annual daily fall on record 

since 1993) 

Temperature Highest mean annual temperature: 11.0°C at Sherkin Island and Valentia Observatory 
Lowest mean annual temperature: 8.7°C at Knock Airport ( its coolest year since 2001) 

Highest air temperature*: 28.3°C at Ardfert (Liscahane), Co. Kerry on May 25th (its highest annual maximum since 2006) 
Lowest air temperature*: -6.7°C at Thomastown (Mt. Juliet), Co. Kilkenny on Feb 2nd, Carrickmacross (Dunoge) 
Co. Monaghan Feb 3rd 

Lowest grass minimum temperature*: -12.2°C at Derrygreenagh, Co. Offaly on Feb 2nd 

Sunshine Highest annual total: 1447.4 hours at Dublin Airport (its dullest year since 2005) 

Lowest annual total: 1095.1 hours at Valentia Observatory (its dullest year since 1983) 

Highest daily sunshine: 15.7 hours at Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal May 27th (equalling its highest daily sunshine since 1988) 




ANNUAL 2012 PERCENTAGE/DIFFERENCE FROM 1981-201 ANNUAL AVERAGES 





| RAIN FALL (% OF AVERAGE FOR PERIOD 1981-2010) 


Bally haise 


| | 102 


Belmullet 


90 | 




Carlo w 




100 


Casement Aero 




I 123 


Clare morris 


1 101 


Cork Airport 




100 


Johnstown Castle 




| 110 


Malln Head 


1 | 104 


Mullingar 


I ~~ I 105 


Shannon Airport 




| 107 


Valentia Observatory 


96 | | 



50 



75 



100 



125 



150 
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Issued and reviewed by the Climatology and Observations Division of Met Eireann on 2nd January 2013 
* From current available data from all stations (climate, rainfall and synoptic) 
This report is based on preliminary data from synoptic and climate stations operated by Met Eireann 
A detailed summary is available in the Monthly Weather Bulletin 
For more information, contact Met Eireann at 01-8064200 or e-mail: climate. enguiries(3)met. ie website: www.met.ie/climate 



